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(d) Exit discharge. Exit discharge is
that portion of a means of egress be-
tween the termination of an exit and a
public way.

(e) Low hazard contents. Low hazard
contents shall be classified as those of
such low combustibility that no self-
propagating fire therein can occur and
that consequently the only probable
danger requiring the use of emergency
exits will be from panic, fumes, or
smoke, or fire from some external
source.

(f) High-hazard contents. High-hazard
contents shall be classified as those
which are liable to burn with extreme
rapidity or from which poisonous
fumes or explosions are to be feared in
the event of fire.

(g) Ordinary hazard contents. Ordinary
hazard contents shall be classified as
those which are liable to burn with
moderate rapidity and to give off a
considerable volume of smoke but from
which neither poisonous fumes nor ex-
plosions are to be feared in case of fire.

(h) Approved. For the purpose of this
subpart approved shall mean listed or
approved equipment by a nationally
recognized testing laboratory. Refer to
§ 1910.155(c)(3)(iv)(A) for definition of
listed, and § 1910.7 for nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory.

(i) Emergency action plan means a
plan for a workplace, or parts thereof,
describing what procedures the em-
ployer and employees must take to en-
sure employee safety from fire or other
emergencies.

(j) Emergency escape route means the
route that employees are directed to
follow in the event they are required to
evacuate the workplace or seek a des-
ignated refuge area.

[39 FR 23502, June 27, 1974, as amended at 45
FR 60703, Sept. 12, 1980; 53 FR 12121, Apr. 12,
1988]

§ 1910.36 General requirements.
(a) Application. This subpart contains

general fundamental requirements es-
sential to providing a safe means of
egress from fire and like emergencies.
Nothing in this subpart shall be con-
strued to prohibit a better type of
building construction, more exits, or
otherwise safer conditions than the
minimum requirements specified in
this subpart. Exits from vehicles, ves-

sels, or other mobile structures are not
covered by this subpart.

(b) Fundamental requirements. (1)
Every building or structure, new or
old, designed for human occupancy
shall be provided with exits sufficient
to permit the prompt escape of occu-
pants in case of fire or other emer-
gency. The design of exits and other
safeguards shall be such that reliance
for safety to life in case of fire or other
emergency will not depend solely on
any single safeguard; additional safe-
guards shall be provided for life safety
in case any single safeguard is ineffec-
tive due to some human or mechanical
failure.

(2) Every building or structure shall
be so constructed, arranged, equipped,
maintained, and operated as to avoid
undue danger to the lives and safety of
its occupants from fire, smoke, fumes,
or resulting panic during the period of
time reasonably necessary for escape
from the building or structure in case
of fire or other emergency.

(3) Every building or structure shall
be provided with exits of kinds, num-
bers, location, and capacity appro-
priate to the individual building or
structure, with due regard to the char-
acter of the occupancy, the number of
persons exposed, the fire protection
available, and the height and type of
construction of the building or struc-
ture, to afford all occupants convenient
facilities for escape.

(4) In every building or structure
exits shall be so arranged and main-
tained as to provide free and unob-
structed egress from all parts of the
building or structure at all times when
it is occupied. No lock or fastening to
prevent free escape from the inside of
any building shall be installed except
in mental, penal, or corrective institu-
tions where supervisory personnel is
continually on duty and effective pro-
visions are made to remove occupants
in case of fire or other emergency.

(5) Every exit shall be clearly visible
or the route to reach it shall be con-
spicuously indicated in such a manner
that every occupant of every building
or structure who is physically and
mentally capable will readily know the
direction of escape from any point, and
each path of escape, in its entirety,
shall be so arranged or marked that
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the way to a place of safety outside is
unmistakable. Any doorway or pas-
sageway not constituting an exit or
way to reach an exit, but of such a
character as to be subject to being mis-
taken for an exit, shall be so arranged
or marked as to minimize its possible
confusion with an exit and the result-
ant danger of persons endeavoring to
escape from fire finding themselves
trapped in a dead-end space, such as a
cellar or storeroom, from which there
is no other way out.

(6) In every building or structure
equipped for artificial illumination,
adequate and reliable illumination
shall be provided for all exit facilities.

(7) In every building or structure of
such size, arrangement, or occupancy
that a fire may not itself provide ade-
quate warning to occupants, fire alarm
facilities shall be provided where nec-
essary to warn occupants of the exist-
ence of fire so that they may escape, or
to facilitate the orderly conduct of fire
exit drills.

(8) Every building or structure, sec-
tion, or area thereof of such size, occu-
pancy, and arrangement that the rea-
sonable safety of numbers of occupants
may be endangered by the blocking of
any single means of egress due to fire
or smoke, shall have at least two
means of egress remote from each
other, so arranged as to minimize any
possibility that both may be blocked
by any one fire or other emergency
conditions.

(9) Compliance with this subpart
shall not be construed as eliminating
or reducing the necessity for other pro-
visions for safety of persons using a
structure under normal occupancy con-
ditions, nor shall any provision of the
subpart be construed as requiring or
permitting any condition that may be
hazardous under normal occupancy
conditions.

(c) Protection of employees exposed by
construction and repair operations. (1) No
building or structure under construc-
tion shall be occupied in whole or in
part until all exit facilities required for
the part occupied are completed and
ready for use.

(2) No existing building shall be occu-
pied during repairs or alterations un-
less all existing exits and any existing
fire protection are continuously main-

tained, or in lieu thereof other meas-
ures are taken which provide equiva-
lent safety.

(3) No flammable or explosive sub-
stances or equipment for repairs or al-
terations shall be introduced in a
building of normally low or ordinary
hazard classification while the building
is occupied, unless the condition of use
and safeguards provided are such as not
to create any additional danger or
handicap to egress beyond the nor-
mally permissible conditions in the
building.

(d) Maintenance. (1) Every required
exit, way of approach thereto, and way
of travel from the exit into the street
or open space, shall be continuously
maintained free of all obstructions or
impediments to full instant use in the
case of fire or other emergency.

(2) Every automatic sprinkler sys-
tem, fire detection and alarm system,
exit lighting, fire door, and other item
of equipment, where provided, shall be
continuously in proper operating con-
dition.

§ 1910.37 Means of egress, general.

(a) Permissible exit components. An exit
shall consist only of the approved com-
ponents. Exit components shall be con-
structed as an integral part of the
building or shall be permanently af-
fixed thereto.

(b) Protective enclosure of exits. When
an exit is protected by separation from
other parts of the building the separat-
ing construction shall meet the follow-
ing requirements.

(1) The separation shall have at least
a 1-hour fire resistance rating when the
exit connects three stories or less. This
applies whether the stories connected
are above or below the story at which
exit discharge begins.

(2) The separation shall have at least
a 2-hour fire resistance rating when the
exit connects four or more stories,
whether above or below the floor of dis-
charge. It shall be constructed of non-
combustible materials, and shall be
supported by construction having at
least a 2-hour fire resistance rating.

(3) Any opening therein shall be pro-
tected by an approved self-closing fire
door.
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